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        THE WESTMINSTER
              MESSENGER

Dear Friends,

“My paternal grandmother believed that guns should not be toys and toy guns were not to be given 
to her grandsons. Such was her force of will that from Ohio, she compelled my parents in New York 
to follow that rule. So, in a time when every young boy was playing cowboys and Indians, I was forever 
an Indian.

She came to watch us boys while my parents traveled. In that time, I had an appointment for my first 
dental filling. She said, “I promise that if you don’t cry, I will buy you anything you want at the toy 
store afterwards.” I believe I was silent from the time we got into the car until we were at the toy 
store afterwards. I marched up to the Roy Rogers cap gun set in the plastic leather look holster.

“I want that.”

“Billy, you know I don’t believe in guns as toys.”

“But grandmother, you promised. And you say people should always keep promises.” I got the cap gun 
set. Caught in a collision between two of her values, grandmother decided that keeping one’s word 
was a more important life lesson than not allowing a cap gun. But she made me promise never to 
treat a real gun as a toy or pretend to kill someone.

Collision between values can also happen to churches. And the way we resolve such a collision reveals 
what is really most important to us. WPC won’t be caught between the value of keeping promises 
versus the value of not treating guns as toys. But there are church values that will collide or compete.

The value of rich diversity and radical hospitality is part of the spiritual fabric that is woven together 
here at WPC. We value worship and the traditions that support it, and that too is part of the spiritual 
fabric you have woven together.

Being hospitable to newcomers means sensitivity to what makes them feel comfortable and included. 
When I’ve been invited to dinner, I’ve been asked if there’s something I especially liked or disliked 
or couldn’t eat.  The hosts made efforts to make me feel at home and welcome. They were ready to 
make changes to their eating habits for the sake of hospitality.

The same principle holds true for churches. To best welcome all, a church must plan in advance to 
prepare things that make people feel comfortable and welcome. And a church always needs to look 
at long held traditions and ask if being hospitable means adjusting traditional expectations.

                                                                                                            (continued on next page)
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Pastor’s Letter (continued from cover)

WPC’s core beliefs can help balance competing values. Among those beliefs listed on the church 
website is “We believe that God calls us to develop ourselves spiritually by living out our Christian 
faith in community.” What aspects of hospitality best enable us to live out our Christian faith in 
community? Which aspects of tradition allow us to best live out our Christian faith in community?

WPC also states “We believe that God calls us through the Spirit to break down the barriers that 
separate us from one another and to cultivate an environment in which all God-given gifts can flourish.” 
How do we enact radical hospitality so we can bring diverse people from diverse backgrounds together? 
What parts of our traditions or habits might unintentionally work against truly being woven together in 
radical hospitality?

These are questions that in one form or another were raised in the April 29 table discussions after 
church. They are questions that your Christian Life and Learning Committee has been wrestling 
with. You can read one result of these discussions in the article in the newsletter about the 
“Festival of Faith: A Reformation Celebration.”

Maintaining a healthy and dynamic polarity between values will foster creativity and energy in a 
church. As WPC lives into God’s future, as you eventually add the perspective and skills of a new pastor, 
you will inevitably find times when values conflict. Let’s commit to continue figuring out what is most 
important for the future life and health of the church, while building on strengths of the past.

Peace,
Rev. Bill

 
Letting the CAT Out of the Bag
Imagine a friend asks you to describe your church. What would you say? Chances are, your answer 
comes from: 1. what you like about the church and 2. what you have experienced. But no one could 
give a full picture, or know what other people thought. 

This October, you can help us change that as we “let the CAT out of the bag.” CAT stands for 
Congregational Assessment Tool. This is an online instrument (also available in paper copies) that 
will help us gauge the strength, vitality, and trends in our church. The information gained from this 
assessment will be valuable in helping Westminster Presbyterian Church make decisions about the 

future and about what skills to look for in the next called 
pastor. 

From October 7-21, the CAT will be posted online and pa-
per copies will also be available. Everyone who is a regular 
participant will be asked to complete the questionnaire about 
their faith experience in this church. A consultant, Keli 
Rugenstein of Eastern Door Counseling and Consulting in 
Rensselaer, will help interpret the report to the Transition 
Team and Session, who will then find times and ways of 
interpreting it to the congregation.

October will also provide opportunity for a new photo 
directory. You can read more about that in another article. 
Once both these projects are completed, there will be a 
new photo directory to help us appreciate one another and 
a report to help us appreciate the church and its future.
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New Church Directory - Photo Sessions Set for October 11-13.
Be Included - Schedule Your Appointment Now! 
Plans are underway for a much-needed new Westminster church family photo directory. We are 
partnering with the Lifetouch photography company to produce our new directory, which will be 
available in both print and mobile formats. Our directory will put names with faces, help us connect 
with one another, and help us to reach out to new families.

Dave McMillan is leading the project and welcomes support from others (see volunteer opportunities 
below). Many thanks to Dave for his leadership. 

Schedule Your Appointment Now! Pictures will be taken at the church on the following dates:
 • Thursday, October 11    2:00 pm until 9:00 pm
 • Friday, October 12      2:00 pm until 9:00 pm 
 • Saturday, October 13    10:00 am until 5:00 pm

We hope you will make an appointment to have your individual or family picture taken (pets includ-
ed if you like!). Schedule your portrait sitting online at https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.
com/yz86d126/

Come learn more about the new directory on Sunday, September 16. There will be an in-person sign-
up session after worship, with other dates being planned. Participants will receive a free Directory and 
complimentary 8 x 10 photo. Packages of your choosing may also be purchased. Photos are expected 
be ready before Christmas for your use.

Not able to come to church for a photo session? We will be able to accept a personal photo. Also, for 
those who are not local, there is an option of signing up online to have your picture taken at another 
location where Lifetouch is working. 

Volunteer Opportunities – You Can Help:
 • plan to have your family picture taken
 • volunteer to remind others of their appointments
 • sign-up others after worship in September
 • assist with various volunteer roles on picture taking days

To volunteer or for more information, please call Dave McMillan at 518-269-4326.

Schedule your 
portrait sit-
ting online at 
https://book-
now-lifetouch.
appoint-
ment-plus.
com/
yz86d126/
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Sunday, September 9:  Observance of 9/11 
National Day of Service and Remembrance
The year after the 9/11 attacks, community groups started 
to call for acts of community service as a way to honor the 
day of the attacks. By 2007, efforts to encourage commu-
nity service on 9/11 were organized on a national level. 
In 2011, the Congress passed bipartisan legislation making 
9/11 a national day of service and remembrance.

Jeremiah relayed God’s word that the faithful should seek the good of the place where they 
lived. Jesus told his followers to be like yeast in the world. One way we do these things is in what 
we do in the community outside the church.

We will celebrate this in worship on September 9. During August we will ask people to turn in 
names of places other than the church to which they give volunteer time. A list of the places will 
be included in our 9/9 bulletin. We will also show appreciation to volunteers serving as church 
school teachers or in the choir and there will be a time to express appreciation during the Prayers 
of the People. We also plan to have contact information for some places in which members can 
volunteer for the good of the community. 

Abundant Life, Joyous Generosity
“Abundant Life, Joyous Generosity” is our stewardship theme for this year. It sums up our theme 
Bible verse: “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous and ready to share, thus 
storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 
hold of the life that really is life.” 1 Timothy 6:18-19

Stewards are managers of the goods of God’s household in service to the purpose of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In John 10:10 Jesus says “I come that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
Jesus didn’t mean all believers would get material abundance, but that we could live a life full of 
love, mercy, richness of relationships, and closeness to God now and into eternity. Good stewardship 
allows us and others around us to “take hold of the life that really is life.”

Paul tells us that God loves cheerful givers. This means those who find joy in sharing good news, 
good life and good help with others. This explains the smiles on those who have worked hard in 
things like our Christian Education, music and local & global mission to mention just a few examples. 
No wonder we are told to do good, be rich in good works, generous and ready to share.”

Whether we talk about bricks and mortar or about mission and vision, our stewardship allows us 
to plan for the future. We maintain strong foundations and expand our understanding and reach 
of our purpose. When we do this, we are “storing up for ourselves the treasure of a good foundation 
for the future.”

Additional Stewardship information will be mailed to congregants in early October along with the 
2018 Pledge Card. Please mark your calendars for Dedication Sunday on Nov. 11th where together 
we can respond to God’s blessings as a community of faith. 
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Festival of Faith: A Reformation Celebration
On October 28, your Christian Life & Learning Committee is continuing 
last year’s practice of celebrating the Reformation as the focus of a special 
service. Last year, the sermon and publicity for the Kirkin’ focused on 
the Reformation and the role of the Scots Presbyterians in the spread 
of Presbyterian mission. In 2018, we’re renaming the celebration and 
calling it “Festival of Faith: A Reformation Celebration.”

In conversations among people who have been here awhile, and in the 
congregational feedback given in the April 29 after-church gathering, 
it’s been pointed out that the congregation is less European American, 
let alone Scottish American, than at its founding. A church that is proud 
to say it honors broad diversity and radical hospitality must take into 
account its broad diversity and let its activities demonstrate radical 
hospitality. We have shortchanged the impact of Scots Presbyterians. 
Their missionaries from Scotland and from the United States were key 
in the spread of Reformation Christianity to Africa.

So, at the end of October, we will celebrate a fuller understanding 
of the Reformation faith, consistent with our values. We’ll trace the 
spread of Presbyterianism from Geneva to Scotland to the United States 
to Africa. Much of our American Presbyterian roots came from Scots 
Presbyterians so we will again celebrate with bagpipes and the tartan 
banners. We will add to the procession new banners representing our 
Reformed/Presbyterian mission partners overseas. The presentation 
table will have tartans and cloths representing the wider reach of 
Presbyterianism. We will celebrate the faithful whose past actions have 
made us who we are today. 

Watch for opportunities to help in bulletin announcements, our weekly 
e-news and our website. 

Board of Deacons: New Members Still Needed!
The Deacons are an extension of WPC’s congregational care:
• Maintain contact with WPC’s members who can no longer attend worship   
   or are ill, distribute flowers and cards, and oversee the Prayer Chain 
• Provide and arrange the bread and juice for communion 
• Oversee the Deacons Fund and the Helen Rising Fund, Endowment    
   Funds for WPC members who face extraordinary expenses.

The Board usually meets following worship on the third Sunday of the 
month, September – June, and finish within an hour.   Please prayerfully 
consider joining us in our mission to serve WPC’s congregation. We hope 
that you will contact Session’s Nominating Chair Elizabeth Coombe 
[elizabethcoombe@hotmail.com] if you are interested.

Reformation 
Celebration
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A Fifty-Year Career (So Far!)
We congratulate Al Fedak on his fifty years of service as a professional church musician. Raised as a 
Roman Catholic, he began his church music career in September of 1968, at the age of 15, playing 
organ in a Methodist Church in his hometown of Elizabeth, New Jersey. Since then he has served as 
the regular organist and/or choir director at houses of worship in New York, New Jersey and Michigan.

Al has served as Minister of Music and Arts here at Westminster since 1990, and since 2014 has also 
been organist and choir director at Congregation Beth Emeth, a position he had previously held from 
1991 to 2001.

Carol Williams in Concert at Westminster
Friday, September 28 at 7:30 pm
Only a handful of organists make their living exclusively by concertizing. Even fewer of these great 
artists are women. Organist/composer Carol Williams is one of these, and we are pleased and honored to 
announce that she will perform a recital on our church’s historic Skinner organ.

Born and raised in Wales, Carol was a child prodigy who read music before she could read English, 
and played her first organ recital at the age of eight. She studied at London’s Royal Academy of 
Music, winning the school’s highest honors and prizes before continuing her studies in France and at 
Yale and Manhattan School of Music, where she earned her doctorate. In 2001 she was appointed San 
Diego’s “Civic Organist,” the first woman in history to hold such a position anywhere in the world. 
She held that post for 15 years, playing hundreds of concerts on the famous outdoor organ in San 
Diego’s Balboa Park. Upon her departure she was named “Civic Organist Emerita.”

Carol Williams now travels around the world, giving concerts, making recordings, and composing 
new music. In addition to performing the classical solo repertoire for pipe organ, she also often 
collaborates with jazz, blues, pop, and rock bands and major symphony orchestras from Britain to 
Beijing. Her goal is to attract new audiences to the pipe organ and its music. To that end, she also 
hosts two ongoing documentary video series: “TourBus” and “On the Bench with Dr. Carol,” in which 
she interviews other concert organists, composers, and organ builders. She is planning to record an 
episode of “On the Bench” here at Westminster!

Besides being one of the world’s great organists, Carol Williams has a delightful, colorful, down-to-
earth personality, and her concert here promises to be one of the most enjoyable we’ve ever hosted. 
Whether you consider yourself an organ buff, a casual listener, or just curious, you won’t want to 
miss this event!! As always, admission is free, an offering will be received, and a reception will follow. 
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School Backpack Blessing
Sunday, September 9
All school-age children are asked to bring their school backpacks to 
church on September 9. The church will join in blessing the backpacks 
and asking God’s help for a good school year. 

Church School Starts September 16
WELCOME! Church School will begin on September 16th and starts imme-
diately following worship on the third floor. WE invite all our children and 
youth to join us!

We shall continue gathering in Big Group where we sing, dance, pray 
with and for each other and share our joys and concerns of the week.

The Pre-K through 2nd grade class will welcome 6 “West Minies” who 
are moving up from crib room. They will join the two who will remain 
in the group to make a total of 8 children. The children will experience 
God while learning about God with their friends in the WHIRL curriculum.

For our older elementary class, grades 3 through 6, there will be 8 
children in total; 4 having moved up from the lower elementary class. 
These children will explore their faith using the WHIRL 3-6 curriculum. 

Grades 7 through 12 students will be sharing their week’s experiences 
and how they view life through the lenses of a young Christian. 

We are blessed to have the following teachers leading our children this year:

Grades Pre-K-2                Laura Moody and Cindy Dwyer
Grades 3-6                      Sue Schell, Hannah Takyi and Sheila Wrede
Grades 7-12                    John Bossung and Belinda Quaye

Don’t Miss Worship Plus 
on the 3rd Sundays of the Month!
Pre-school through 3rd grade children are invited to participate in our 
Worship Plus for Children’s program on the third Sunday of each month. 
On the third Sunday of September, children will follow an adult out after 
the children’s message. They will learn about a new format for Worship 
Plus. Starting in October, instead of leaving the sanctuary mid-way 
through the service, children are welcome to sit in specially designated 
pews in the front of the sanctuary and will remain here throughout the 
service. Children will have children’s bulletins and activity sheets relat-
ed to the day’s worship. There will always be an adult who will sit with 
them to explain symbols used in worship and also answer any questions 
the children might have. Parents are welcome to join us in the front.
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Choir News
On Sunday, September 2, Westminster Church will host the final FOCUS service of the summer, and 
we are inviting singers from the entire FOCUS community to participate in a joint FOCUS choir. The 
choir will gather in Westminster’s chancel at 9:00 am to rehearse the hymns and anthems for the 
10:00 am service. Robes will not be worn, and all are encouraged to dress comfortably. All singers are 
welcome, even those not regular members of the Westminster choir!

The Westminster Church Choir’s schedule of regular weekly rehearsals will resume on Thursday evening, 
September 6, at 7:30 pm. Spread the word!

The Journey of the FOCUS Breakfast Pantry Project – by Nancy Ost
Nancy Ost, WPC trustee and FOCUS board member, agreed to oversee a 
volunteer project to clean out, renovate and repaint the storeroom FOCUS 
uses at WPC for its Breakfast Program. Here is her write-up:

This project unfolded with such synchronicity, it truly had to have God’s 
hand at the helm. We didn’t attract a hoard of volunteers, but it became 
obvious that each one had his/her role divinely assigned. Even before 
the actual construction began, along came Judy Hartley, the great 
de-clutterer and organizer, to help me sort the donated clothes that are 

available for our guests when needed. When these were sorted and put in new bins, the room began 
to open up (and the mouse-droppings more visible!).

Westminster’s stalwart Trustee, Pete Wrede, found the time from his regular demanding job to go in 
and unhook the defunct hot water heater, whose former use is very vague. 

Now God really showed up and sent in Tim Owens and a team of strong adults and eager children 
from his plant church in Colonie called Renew. From whence they heard about this project is all a bit 
of a mystery, but they lit the fire that burned through the next week into project completion. You 
see, this little group of devoted bright-eyed folks took on emptying the room of boxes and boxes of 
food, heavy shelves, and the hot water heater! They smiled and said, “what’s next?” The condition of 
the space from years of mouse residence was beyond embarrassing, but no one batted an eye (hardly).  
And this all happened on a Sunday afternoon.

The next day, the room showed its sad face to me, Hank Woller and Mike Asbury, the construction 
crew. We planned, measured and made lists of supplies. Mike stayed and cleaned with his invaluable 
mighty shop vac, while Hank and I went to Home Depot to buy the materials we would need. 

Each time I needed a person to do a job, someone would say, “can I help?” So on Tuesday morning 
Shirley Noble and Andrea Carver appeared and were happy to tackle the washing down of walls that 
was needed to prepare for new paint. No one ever winced at the job that I said needed doing next, 
no matter how distasteful. 

While this was happening, Dixon Southworth, began the painting of the upper wall portion of dark 
paneling, turning it into a bright sunny-feeling room. Dixon showed up three days with his quiet 
steady painting ability ever flowing.                                                           
                                                                                                                (continued on next page)
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While the ladies washed, Hank and Mike began the carpentry, cutting and installing paneling that 
would cover the gaping holes in the current walls. While this was happening, Dixon Southworth, 
began the painting of the upper wall portion of dark paneling, turning it into a bright sunny-feeling 
room. Dixon showed up three days with his quiet steady painting ability ever flowing. 

Mike and Hank provided their construction skills for three days also. What a thrill it was to watch as 
each piece of new wallboard went into place creating a beautiful new space. 

The next day Carolyn Smith came in and asked for a job. I put her to work scrubbing the grimy 
chrome shelves. We had to set up a system where we carried them out into an outside foyer to hose 
down from the soap residue. The next day, I was bemoaning that fact that I was alone and couldn’t 
carry the final shelf unit out for rinsing when Carolyn showed up again. Imagine that!

Then there was the day when we realized the electrical wiring in the room was a problem. Oh no - 
Westminster’s commonly-used electrician is notorious for not getting on board in a timely fashion. 
Well, I was told he responded if something was an emergency. I figured not having power to the four 
cooling/freezing units in the room was an emergency and, lo and behold, he was called and showed 
up. The next day, he sent his son in to rewire the room, removing unneeded outlets and installing 
new ones. I told you God was at the helm!

On Friday afternoon, Hank and I admired the week’s work, a true miracle, a clean beautiful, mouse-free 
storage space. One of those projects where you say, “what took us so long?” Everything in its own 
time.

When volunteers were arranging for available work days, one couple signed up for the Monday of the 
following week of construction, as we had assigned eight days for the project. I initially told them 
that I had no doubts we would be done by then, but would keep them in mind. Light bulb moment – 
as I was painting and pondering the fact that we still needed to put all the food items back into the 
store room and the week was ending, I remembered Linda and Bob who said they were only available 
on that Monday. Guess what? Of course, Linda and Bob said they would love to help with that, as 
would Hank. So now Monday is here and I am happily anxious to watch this project come to its beau-
tiful completion, returning shelving to the room, organizing items with the staff of the food program. 
This has truly been a miraculous transformation and an inspiring project which embodies the mantra 
of FOCUS – doing together what we cannot do alone.

My heart is forever grateful to all those who came when tapped on the shoulder by the divine. 



   

Ghana Mission Network Meeting
September 19 - 22, Stony Point Center, NY 
Westminster is the host congregation for the 17th annual meeting of 
the Ghana Mission Network in September, Sept. 19 - 22, at the Stony 
Point Center, NY. The meeting was scheduled to make it easy for 
Westminster leaders, during the search for an installed pastor, to 
interact with Stony Point Center staff, leaders from around the country, 
and some of Westminster’s Tema partners. Several Westminster repre-
sentatives have registered to attend. The early arrival date is September 
19, when PCUSA Mission co-worker Rev. Josh Heikkila will arrive; the 
meeting itself runs from Sept 20-22. 

 
Rev. Josh Heikkila - Our Visiting Preacher 
September 23
Rev. Josh Heikkila, the regional Presbyterian liaison for West Africa, 
will be visiting with us and preaching on September 23. His sermon will 
address some of the challenge and reward of partnering with African 
churches in mission. He will continue to share his insights and perspective 
and answer questions during the Second Hour. Josh has said that Christian 
churches of West Africa are some of the most dynamic on the continent. 
Josh facilitates support to the programs, relationships and activities of 
these partner churches and connects PCUSA congregations to ministries 
in the region. Albany Westminster has worked closely with Josh in Ghana 
and in Liberia.  

Come to a MoonBee on Wednesday, September 26
Time: 10:00 am Coffee and Refreshments/MoonBee: 10:30 am - 12:30 pm  
Place: Delmar Presbyterian Church, 585 Delaware Ave. Delmar 12054
Run by: Ellie von Wellsheim, Founder, The MoonCatcher Project 
(www.mooncatcher.org ) 
Co-sponsors: African Mission Committee of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church of Albany and Presbyterian Women of Albany Presbytery 

The MoonCatcher Project provides girls in impoverished settings with 
free reusable, menstrual pad kits and health education classes. MoonBees, 
based on old-fashioned sewing bees, are held to create these reusable 
pad kits. Research has shown that girls can miss up to forty-five days of 
school annually due to their monthly periods. These kits allow girls to 
continue attending school. It has also started to develop sewing guilds in 
Africa where local women are trained to produce kits. 

Even if you can’t sew, you can participate and enjoy the event. If you 
have a sewing machine more are always helpful and good sewing scissors 
come in handy. Please also bring disposable feminine hygiene products to 
donate to local shelters. 
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Schuyler Inn Book Distribution Event
October 3, 4:30 pm
A Schuyler Inn Book Distribution has been scheduled for Wednesday, October 3rd, from 4:30 to 
6:00 pm. If you would like to be added to the list of volunteers to be kept aware of upcoming 
dates, please notify Gail Garrison at ggarrison9@nycap.rr.com, or call (or text) 518-698-2300.

Schuyler Inn Halloween Party 
Sunday, October 28, 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm
Westminster is hosting a Sunday afternoon party at Schuyler Inn on October 28. Set-up: 1:30 
pm. Party: 2:00 to 4:00 pm. Caleb Karikari and Agnes Sowah are the student volunteer leaders and 
will be encouraging other youth to seek school credit for a community service project. If you are 
willing to assist our student leaders with a Halloween-related craft or encourage Schuyler residents 
to dance to the beat of Westminster drums, please look for a clipboard at Westminster or contact 
the Church office: 518-436-8544 or office@wpcalbany.org.  

Ghana Partners to Visit Albany  
This is the year for Westminster to entertain its partners from Ghana, in an exchange visit pattern 
dating back to 2005 when a team of nine went to Ghana. Westminster now has active partnerships 
with two churches in Tema, Ghana -- the Tema Redemption Church and the Greenwich Meridian 
Church - as well as with the HOCAP foundation. Barbara Asempa, who is also a Catechist at 
Redemption is the Executive Director of The Home of Care and Protection, (HOCAP) a not-for 
profit foundation. Those invited include representatives from each church, Barbara Asempa and 
Rev. Alice Kyei-Anti (Mama Alice). Both Mama Alice and Cat. Barbara Asempa visited Albany in 
2012. The team visit is now dependent on procuring visas and flights. 

Mama Alice will be in Albany for a longer visit and will be staying at Avila as a guest of Lois Wilson. 
Persons interested in offering hospitality to the other visitors from Ghana are asked to contact 
the Church Office  518-436-8544 office@wpcalbany.org.

Hope Mission School: Two Ebola Orphans are High School Graduates  
Jallah Kollie and Edward Johnson, 
two of the Ebola Orphans who 
are supported by Westminster 
and who have lived at Hope Mission 
since 2014, graduated from high 
school on July 29, 2018. The nine 
other orphans at Hope Mission 
will be partially supported this 
fall by a new $1,500 grant from 
the Union Presbyterian Mission 
Fund of the First Reformed 
Church in Schenectady. African 
Family Night donors will help 
cover remaining costs. 
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African Family Night Dinner:
Saturday, November 3, 2018, 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm
On November 3rd this year, we will host our annual African Family Night. Please come and en-
joy African music, food, and culture as we celebrate the diverse African cultures. The evening’s 
theme is “Transforming the Lives of Children.” There will be information on how groups are seeking 
to do that in Africa.

Through gifts and donations, we seek to raise $10,000 to help in transforming the lives of children. 
Donations can be mailed to 85 Chestnut St. Albany, NY 12210. 
Make checks payable to: Westminster Church (“African Dinner” in memo line). 
You may also give online:www.wpcalbany.org/give

The evening begins with a dish-to-pass dinner with a variety of African foods. The keynote speech 
will begin at 6:15 pm. Our Keynote Speaker is Dr. Marshall G. Jones of General Electric Global 
Research Center in Niskayuna, NY. Dr. Jones is an accomplished engineer and scientist. Last year, 
he was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame in Washington D.C. Although he came 
from a modest background and was a poor reader, his hard work, dedication, and commitment 
led to a brilliant career in laser technology and fiber optics.  He is the subject of the children’s 
book, “Never Give up: The Marshall Jones Story.’” His philosophy is that good enough is NOT good 
enough. Dr. Jones has addressed many student groups on opportunities for young people in STEM 
careers, encouraging them to aim high and not to give up on themselves. His speech on never 
giving up will be a great inspiration for all of us. 

In addition to Dr. Jones, guests will include political dignitaries of the Capital District of New York 
and representatives from the Legal Project-- allowing people to make helpful connections.

Kindly respond by October 30th at 518-436-8544 or online at http://www.wpcalbany.org/upcoming-events

Photo: Dr. Jones is inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame - May 2017
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Report from Session   
Session met in July and will meet again in September. In the meantime, Session Committees have 
continued to be hard at work on various aspects of the life of the church throughout the summer. 
You can see this as you make your way through this newsletter. The most recently approved Session 
minutes are posted on the bulletin board near the Chestnut Street entrance between the office 
and the meeting room.
  
Dave McMillan Leads Bible Study & Worship Preparations
Join in on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am in the Church Library starting September 9. We will study the 
scriptures for that morning’s worship, review the hymns and prayers, and pray for the leaders of worship. 
Come when you can – leave when you must. 

More News & Events
• FOCUS Churches Worship at Westminster on Sunday, September 2 at 10:00 am.

• Sunday Worship CDs Available  
On most Sundays, Ian McClumpha faithfully tapes the worship service. CDs are then available the 
following Sunday for sign-out in the library.  Feel free to take one to watch a service you missed 
or bring to a shut-in who isn’t able to come to church. 

• Staying Informed
A lot can happen between newsletters. Stay up-to-date by listening to announcements in church, 
checking the church website and Facebook page, and by reading the weekly e-mail news update. 
Make sure we have your current e-mail address! Email to: office@wpcalbany.org

• Summer Worship Thanks
Thank you to everyone who has supported our worship in the Assembly Hall. Your spirit of love for 
God and for one another, your openness to the effort, and your heart for worship in whatever the 
setting has contributed to meaningful worship for all present.
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Worship & 
Second Hours 

          
Sunday, September 2                    FOCUS Churches Combined Worship
10:00 Worship                     @ Westminster      
Communion                                   Rev. Bill Schram leading worship 

      “My Fantasy Faith League: Mainline Protestant Recruits”    Acts 16:16-40, John 8:31-36
2nd Hour: FOCUS Churches Discussion  

Sunday, September 9                    Service and Remembrance Sunday
9:00 Bible Study and Worship Preparation 
10:00 Worship                               Rev. Bill Schram leading worship 

    “One SCATANA and 10,000 RAKs”    Psalm 91, 1 John 4:13-21
2nd Hour: The Wired Word

Sunday, September 16                   
9:00 Bible Study and Worship Preparation
10:00  Worship                              Rev. Bill Schram leading worship 

    “My Fantasy Faith League: Evangelical/Sectarian Recruits” 
Worship Plus                                      Romans 3:21-26, Matthew 11:6-19
2nd Hour: Photo Directory - presentation by Lifetouch and appointment sign-ups

Sunday, September 23                  African Mission Sunday
9:00 Bible Study and Worship Preparation 
10:00 Worship                      
Guest preacher: Josh Heikkila, PCUSA Mission Associate for West Africa
2nd Hour: Led by Josh Heikkila: Mission in West African 

Sunday, September 30                  
9:00 Bible Study and Worship Preparation 
10:00  Worship                              Rev. Bill Schram leading worship

    “My Fantasy Faith League: Eastern Orthodox Recruits”   John 1:1-5, Psalm 139:7-12
2nd Hour: to be determined
Prayer in the African Way

Sunday, October 7                        World Communion Sunday
9:00 Bible Study and Worship Preparation 
10:00  Worship                              Rev. Bill Schram leading worship 

       “Practicing Generous Orthodoxy”         Colossians 3:12-17, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
2nd Hour: Led by Rev. Alice Kyei-Anti: Experiences as a Midwife

Sunday, October 14                      
9:00 Bible Study and Worship Preparation 
10:00  Worship                              Rev. Bill Schram leading worship

      “Jesus’ Mission, Our Mission”             Luke 4:14-21, John 3:16-17,10:10, 20:21
2nd Hour: to be determined

Sunday, October 21                      
9:00 Bible Study and Worship Preparation 
10:00  Worship                              Rev. Bill Schram leading worship

    “Stewardship; Our 90% Rebate”         Psalm 148, Matthew 23:1-12
 Worship Plus 
 2nd Hour: to be determined

Sunday, October 28              Festival of Faith: A Reformation Celebration
9:45 am Bagpipes on State Street 
10:00 Worship            
Reception following worship             Prayer in the African Way
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September-October CALENDAR  
13 
  10:00 am- 5:00 pm 
Church Directory Photo Appointments
SUNDAY October 14 
  10:00 am Worship
  11:15 am Church School
15  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
16  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
  7:00 pm Trustees Meeting
  7:00 pm Compassionate Friends
17  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
  6:00 pm Pine Bush Dinner 
  6:30 pm Tai Chi 
18  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  4:45 pm EBA Kids
  7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 
19  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
SUNDAY October 21 
  10:00 am Worship
  10:15 am Worship Plus
  11:15 am Church School
  11:15 am Deacons Meeting  
22  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
23  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
24  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
25  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
   4:45 pm EBA Kids 
  7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
26  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
SUNDAY October 28 
   9:45 am Bagpipes on State St.
  10:00 am Worship Festival of Faith:  
     A Reformation Celebration 
  11:15 am Deacons Meeting
  12:30 Prayer in the African Way
 1:30 pm  Schuyler Inn Halloween Party
  3:00 pm Capital Chamber Artists
29  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
30
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
31
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast    

SEPTEMBER
SUNDAY September 2 
 10:00 am FOCUS Combined Worship
    @ Westminster
3  
  Office Closed 
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
4  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast
5
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
6   
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  4:45 pm EBA Kids
  7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
7  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
SUNDAY September 9
  9:00 am Bible Study begins for Fall
 10:00 am Worship
10  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
11  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast
  7:00 pm Session Meeting
12  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast
13  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  4:45 pm EBA Kids
  7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
14  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
SUNDAY September16
  10:00 am Worship
  11:15 am Church School 
17  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
18  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
  7:00 pm Trustees Meeting
  7:00 pm Compassionate Friends
19  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast   
  6:00 pm Pine Bush Dinner   
20   
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  4:45 pm EBA Kids
  7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
21  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
SUNDAY September 23
  10:00 am Worship
  11:15 am Church School
  11:15 am Deacons Meeting
24  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

25  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast
26  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
  10:00 am MoonBee@ Delmar Pres.
27  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  4:45 pm EBA Kids 
  7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
28  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  7:30 pm Carol Williams Organ Concert
29  
  1:00 pm Organ Workshop
SUNDAY September 30
  10:00 am Worship
  11:15 am Church School
  12:30 Prayer in the African Way

OCTOBER
1  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class 
2  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
  6:30 pm Tai Chi 
3  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
  4:30 pm Schuyler Inn Book Event 
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
4  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  4:45 pm EBA Kids
  7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
5  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
SUNDAY October 7 
 10:00 am Worship
 11:15 am Church School
8  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
9  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast
  6:30 pm Tai Chi 
  7:00 pm Session Meeting
10  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast 
   6:30 pm Tai Chi 
11  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  2:00- 9:00 pm 
Church Directory Photo Appointments
  4:45 pm EBA Kids 
  7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal
12  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  2:00- 9:00 pm 
Church Directory Photo Appointments
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