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Dear Friends at Westminster                                                                            PENTECOST • 2020 

As an interim, I come in knowing my goal is to work myself out of a job. Because of that, I feel a 
sense of accomplishment and completion. As an interim, I also know that working well in a church 
involves building relationships. And ending those gives a bittersweet aspect to this time.

I thank you for allowing me to share your faith journey over the last 26 months. From the start you 
were welcoming and encouraging as I learned the ins and outs of Westminster’s church life. You 
allowed me the privilege of being with you in times of pastoral need.

You were ready to work together for the sake of Christ’s ministry in this place, sharing your skills 
and insights. I felt welcome to pitch in, and toss in ideas and perspectives I could bring to discussions. 
And you laughed at my jokes, at least most of them.

Mission and music are identified as strengths of this church. You let me enjoy both, without making it 
an either/or choice. I appreciated the skill and knowledge of Al Fedak and the quality of the choir. 
And I was especially blessed by exposure to the African Mission work, and meeting our Ghana partners 
during their visit, and the Ghana Mission Network meetings. They expanded my horizons.

I am grateful also for the good work done the rest of the staff. Jennifer, Belinda, Glenda, Joy, 
John, Forrest, Carlie, and Kim are great at what they do and they were great to work with.

If I started naming people and experiences, I’d be writing after my time here was over, and I’d 
be sure to forget some. So thank you for the support, the friendships, and the best wishes you’ve 
shared. Enjoy your future as you journey forward with Heather. As I’ve commented elsewhere, my 
heart has been marked for the better by your love.

Peace,  Rev. Bill

In-person services and in-person church activities are suspended until further notice due to COVID-19

Woven 
    Together

Cover art by WPC youth, Desmond Sowah, age 14. Desmond drew this as a special way to say “thank you and farewell” to Pastor Bill.

http://www.wpcalbany.org
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Westminster Welcomes 
the Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff as Pastor
The congregation has voted positively to extend the call to be the pastor of Westminster Presbyterian 
Church to the Rev. Heather Kirk-Davidoff and she has accepted. Congratulations and welcome!

Rev. Kirk-Davidoff (“Pastor Heather”) begins her call with us on May 26 and will lead worship on 
Sunday, May 31.

A special thank you to the Pastor Nominating Committee for all their work: Christabel Abban, 
Ervin Ashburn, Beth Coombe, Lily Mercogliano Easton, Caleb Karkari-Mensah, Lynne McKee, and 
Larry Volk. 

Outreach Efforts by Deacons Continue
Our Deacons have continued their outreach to the congregation by phone and internet.

Please make sure we have your current email address so you can get weekly news updates and 
information on how to link to our worship broadcasts.

You can submit any changes to your contact information via our “Stay Connected” form.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeul_2F-5lTTXMJH2vN0wbnVqoANoYMoLiwmdDUBgODFyieOw/viewform
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Giants Keep Coming
The future is out there and it is up to you to shape it. That will be a common 
message this time of year at graduation speeches, even those given virtually this 
year. Speakers make it seem like an enjoyable challenge but it’s also a gigantic 
task and can be a bit overwhelming. That’s especially true this year. There will 
be calls to rebuild the economy, and help us return to normal. No, say others, we 
want something better than the old normal.
 
It’s also a true statement for Westminster as you bring on a new pastor in the 
face of continuing challenges caused by the pandemic. Overwhelming indeed. To 
help you feel merely whelmed, we can get lessons from the way David confronted 
a giant named Goliath.

First, don’t stay only with the familiar. David left his familiar flock to visit his 
brothers in a new setting. Your response to Heather’s ideas or questions shouldn’t 
“What we’ve done before is… and that’s the way it should be now.” Offer up 
“What we’ve done before is…,” and then say, “but that can be changed or adapted.” 

Next, be open to opportunity and avoid the “someone should” syndrome – some-
one else should fight Goliath. David was open to the opportunity, accepting of a 
challenge and stepped forward.  “Someone should …” mustn’t be the only clause 
in a sentence. It must always start a compound sentence that continues “and I 
will do this part to help.”

Third and importantly, it’s best to be true to one’s self and one’s gifts. The 
Israelites tried to equip David with Saul’s armor. But David wasn’t Saul, just like 
I wasn’t Jim Reisner, and Heather isn’t me simply because we shared pastoral 
roles. Nor will Heather be another Frances Rosenau simply because of gender. 
Remember, David brought the  best of himself and used the skills he already had. 
Give Heather the same opportunity. Then any one of you can bring your existing 
skills forward and start using them to meet new challenges.

It can be easy to act like those Israelites who scoffed at the idea of David fighting 
Saul. He wasn’t big, he hadn’t been a professional soldier, he didn’t have the 
right training and he didn’t have the right equipment. God’s people should never 
be in the position of  judging what is new or untried or different as wrong. Histor-
ically, many of the ideas and actions that moved the church forward in a positive 
way came from reformers on the fringe of the church. It is often those new or 
just entering the mainstream of society that have the best ideas for answering 
challenges.

We know how that story of Davd and Goliath ended. But did you know that this 
wasn’t the only time David faced giants? Years later there were more giants in the 
picture. Israel and Philistia were at war again, and again the player stats favored 
the Philistines.

http://www.wpcalbany.org/upcoming-events
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Here came Ishbibenob, whose spear weighed 12 pounds. Along came three more 
giants. Saph was a descendant of giants. There was another Goliath whose spear 
was as big as a beam. And there was an unnamed giant with a total of 24 fingers 
and toes. With David, the giants keep coming.

It makes no difference who you are, how great or ordinary you are, how impressive 
your victory over a past Goliath may have been.  Nobody, but nobody goes through 
life with but one giant to face. Like David, we all discover that in this life the giants 
keep coming.

You’ve faced the giant of a search process. But past financial concerns remain; past 
membership concerns remain. And now, the pandemic brings new challenges. Chew 
on this. David faced Goliath as a boy and the other giants as an older man.He faced 
giants at time it was easy to say, “He’s too young,” or “He’s too old.”. Giants are 
no respecter of age or circumstance. They will come when we are already challenged 
or recovering from dealing with past giants. 

Remember this.

When David was older, he didn’t face the giants alone. Abishai, Jonathan and others 
were there to help. We are not supposed to face giants alone. We defeat giants 
when we pull together and add talents and skills to attain our goals.  We face giants 
openly, and sometimes bring them out into the open and allowing the help of 
others. Perhaps the others offer a sword; perhaps a word of encouragement; perhaps 
a shield; perhaps the incentive and support to change our lives; perhaps 
an arm to lean upon; perhaps a shoulder to cry on. They are there to help.

Let someone know you face a giant. We are here for one another. And so is God. 
David was confident of God’s presence when he faced Goliath and his later challenges. 
The God who made us knows our limits and our strengths and our opponents. We 
are not left alone.

I know all the good you’ve shown in my time here will be part of what continues 
here after I’ve moved on. And I thank you deeply for the privilege of being part of 
your ongoing journey of faithfulness. My heart has been marked for the better by 
your love.

Giants keep coming. With one another beside us, with Christ before us, the bigger 
they come, the harder they fall.

Peace, 

Rev. Bill
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ReOpening Team
Westminster has formed a ReOpening Team to put together plans on when and how to safely resume 
in-person worship and activities at the church. Members are Elders Tom McPheeters, Jessica Chamberlain, 
Fatmata Hilton, and Valerie Shanley; Trustees Dixon Southworth and Leif Hartmark; and Christian 
Life & Learning members Lynne and Peter McKee. Among the information they are already looking at 
was the following Pastoral Statement from the Presbyterian Church USA Mission Agency and Office of 
the Stated Clerk:

“ ‘When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place’ (Acts 2:1). So begins 
the account of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the church in the book of Acts. As we approach the 
day of Pentecost in the year 2020, we understand that it may not be possible for the members 
of our congregation to be ‘all together in one place’ this year. While some restrictions are being 
lifted in some places and for some people, the ongoing threat of the COVID-19 global pandemic 
will require that we return to church in a way that is measured and mindful of the needs of the 
most vulnerable among us. While some may begin to attend public worship in person, we know 
that some will need to continue to worship at home for some time.

We give thanks, then, for the promise of our faith—that the Lord God will bless and keep us, 
the risen Christ is with us, and the Holy Spirit connects us with believers near and far. We take 
comfort and inspiration from the example of the earliest believers, who ‘spent much time together 
in the temple’ and ‘broke bread at home ... with glad and generous hearts’ (Acts 2:46). As we 
anxiously track the news in these times—with numbers of new cases, numbers of persons who 
have died, and numbers of those who are recovering—we remember the good news of the gospel: 
‘And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved’ (Acts 2:47).

As this congregation begins to resume public activities, please know that we will do so through 
a careful process of discussion and discernment, with an abundance of caution and concern for 
those who are most vulnerable, upon consideration of the best scientific knowledge at our disposal, 
in the spirit of constant prayer, and with full trust in the grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit.

We may make mistakes along the way. There will surely be awkward moments as we adjust to 
new protocols and practices. There will be times of frustration, disappointment, and grief. We 
will have countless opportunities to exercise the spiritual gifts of patience, kindness, gentleness, 
and self-control.

But there will also be blessings. There will be wonderful surprises, great celebrations, and 
moments of deep satisfaction. We will get to see glimpses of the new thing God is doing, even 
now. We will have opportunities to savor the spiritual gifts of love, joy, peace, generosity, and 
faithfulness.

Let us be faithful, then—to God and to one another—as we receive the gifts and work through 
the challenges of this time in the life of our congregation and world. Let us be guided by the 
Word,responsive to the Spirit, and open to the grace of God. Let us remember that nothing can 
separate us from God’s love in Christ Jesus.”
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Blessings We’ve Gained
These pandemic times have been marked by anxieties, loss, and sacrifices. 
But,there have been some blessings in these times that will hopefully be lasting.

1. The church has been forced to embrace more fully the use of technol-
ogy and virtual ways of doing things. In doing so we have increased the 
availability of worship and education beyond the walls of the church. 

2. We have learned flexibility about how to do things. We will continue to 
need flexibility in the days ahead.

3. Virtual meetings ease time burdens on people by eliminating travel 
time to and from a meeting site.

4. We have had to focus on what our essential identity and mission are 
apart from identifying with a building and specific gathering times. Our 
Presbyterian Church USA constitution lists the Great Ends of the Church as: 

- the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind;
- the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God;
- the maintenance of divine worship;
- the preservation of the truth;
- the promotion of social righteousness; and
- the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.

We’ve grown in our knowledge of how to do these things both with and 
without ready access to a building and in person gatherings.

5. We’ve recognized more deeply our affection for one another. Time to 
greet one another and share a few words is part of every Zoom meeting 
and our Zoom worship.

Presbyterian Outlook Article 
Circle back: Sustained by Reformed theology during COVID-19
April 21, 2020 by Chris Currie 

The article linked here from Presbyterian Outlook is a good 
one for Presbyterians in these days.  

https://pres-outlook.org/2020/04/circle-back-sustained-by-reformed-theology-during-covid-19/?fbclid=IwAR0z7WETHgrS-4Ju365lPw05aOUUg7JEjRBco7Y97LtxWV1gdZ5xxM-bU-M
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Church School News & Congratulations to Graduates
A Message from Director of Christian Education, Belinda Quaye 
Look out for “socially distant” visits by our new pastor- Pastor Heather- and I with 
our masks on to see how our children and youth are doing in these times. See you all 
soon!

Stay tuned in because there will be a virtual Children and Youth Sunday coming up 
soon. We shall celebrate the church school year and thank all teachers and lead-
ers. We will also recognize and congratulate our graduates!

Congratulations to our graduating high school seniors - Sean Gordon and Caleb 
Karkari-Mensah. We wish them well! 
   
Congratulations to Adriene Gambles who has been awarded her Doctor of Pharmacy 
degree from the Springfield College of Pharmacy!  Please pray for Adriene as she 
starts her professional career during the current economic climate.  

Please share with us any educational milestones we have missed by contacting the 
church office: Email: office@wpcalbany.org or Phone: 518.436.8544. We would like 
to recognize all! 

Stewardship & Budget:
Your Continuing Support of our Ministry at Westminster 
is Appreciated and Important
We thank all of you who continue to share your gifts of time and talents with 
Westminster. It is clear you cherish Westminster and hold our church family 
dear; you believe in our church Mission and community and despite the current 
environment have gone above and beyond to support church efforts. Church 
attendance continues to grow via Zoom and the affection and support we have 
for one another is obvious.

Thank you for your continued financial commitment to WPC during this difficult 
time.  We see both mailed and online donations have increased, offsetting any 
loss of Sunday service cash offerings.  We continue to encourage you to give 
online at https://www.wpcalbany.org/give via secure credit card or savings/
checking account transactions. Please select the General Fund option and enter 
“current pledge” in the Optional Memo box to indicate your current pledge gift.  

We pray you stay safe and supported by Westminster.  Thank you again!

Schuyler Inn Book Giveaway
The Schuyler Inn Book Giveaway originally scheduled for April 15 was cancelled 
due to COVID-19.  All the books we currently had donated by Grassroot Givers 
were delivered to Schuyler Inn on May 13th for staff to distribute.  Thankfully, 
as of that date, none of the residents or staff had been infected. During this 
“pause” no communal eating or activities are allowed, confining whole families 
to living their lives in one or two rooms. Home schooling the children is especially 
difficult. While Schuyler Inn provides WIFI, the parents are struggling.

mailto:office%40wpcalbany.org?subject=
https://www.wpcalbany.org/give
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Westminster Helps Partners in West Africa 
Respond to Dual Pandemics: Hunger & COVID-19
Bread for the World has said, “The World Food Program warns the number of people facing extreme 
hunger could double by the end of the year without immediate help.”  

Members of Westminster’s African Mission Committee understand the World Food Program warning. The 
Church has received urgent requests for help from partners in Ghana, Liberia, and Sierra Leone since the 
lockdowns imposed to reduce the spread of COVID-19 exposed the hunger crisis for people who need to 
earn $1 or $2 to buy food. Our partners talk about the dual pandemics they face – Hunger and COVID 19:

This spring, Westminster has responded to partners dealing with these dual pandemics in a number of 
specific ways. To help our African partners, we have done the following:

• sent our annual support to Ghana for our three Tema partners ahead of schedule so they would 
have some resources to quickly combat COVID-19 and food issues.  At that time HOCAP and Tema 
Redemption were joining together to serve as many as 230 meals a day to homeless adults and
children who sleep in the markets near the Church and to children in two Tema orphanages; 

• sent the Hope Mission School in Liberia allocated money in advance to purchase rice, oil and other 
non-perishable food before the anticipated price increases after the first lockdown. In mid-May the 
M.O.M. orphanage requested a similar advance to buy food for the Ebola orphans supported by 
Westminster;

www.we-carefoundation.org
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•sent extra money to both Hope Mission and the M.O.M. Orphanage for bleach, hand soap, and buckets 
for hand-washing (similar to what was done to fight Ebola in 2015);

•provided a template and instructions for fabric masks to all partners; and 

•sent to all partners and to members of the African Support Alliance (that meets at Westminster) a 
poster (adapted from one first created for use in Liberia) to help “slow the spread” through individual 
action.  

By distributing the flyer to the 26 member organizations of the Capital Region African Support Alliance, 
Westminster was able to get important information to at least six additional African nations. In at least one 
instance the We-Care poster will be translated into Swahili for distribution in Tanzania, Kenya, and parts of 
Uganda. 

For more information on Westminster mission in the time of COVID 19, see the April 25 Times-Union Voices 
of Faith Column by Pastor William Schram: Church’s Mission Extends to Albany, Africa 

Barbara Asempa, Executive Director of HOCAP and Catechist at Tema Redemption, and members of her 
team serving food in the Tema markets.  

https://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Church-s-mission-extends-to-Africa-Albany-15224986.php
https://www.timesunion.com/local/article/Church-s-mission-extends-to-Africa-Albany-15224986.php
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The Rev. Paul H. Randall Steps Down as Parish Associate.  
We Are Thankful for His Service! 

At their meeting on May 12, Westminster’s Session accepted the resignation of 
the Rev. Paul H. Randall from the position of Parish Associate. Session noted 
their deep appreciation for the many years of faithful service that Paul has provided 
to Westminster in this role.
 
Paul first accepted this assignment at the invitation of Jim Reisner when he 
arrived at Westminster in 2002. Paul continued as Parish Associate during the 
9-month period after Jim departed and before Pastor Bill Schram began his interim 
ministry, and then continued to serve throughout the interim period. 
   
Over these 17+ years at Westminster, Paul led many worship services; taught 
Bible studies and a confirmation class; led thought-provoking book discussion 
groups; arranged for pulpit supply and recruited lay readers; provided pastoral 
care, including weddings and funerals; and conducted church officer training.  
He shared that he has “thoroughly enjoyed these duties and will be happy to 
continue such forms of ministry in the future if requested, but not as formally 
“titled.” He went on to express thanks “for the opportunity to continue fulfilling 
many aspects of the profession I so dearly love.”

Well done, good and faithful servant!  Westminster will recognize Paul for his 
exceptional ministry during a coming Sunday worship service.  



Westminster Presbyterian Church ••  11

Online Midweek Evening Prayer Service 
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm

You are invited to join in a mid-
week evening prayer service. This 
will be a short time of worship 
followed by “Open Zoom” time -
an opportunity for you to stop 
by, introduce yourself, and say 
“hi” to Pastor  Heather. The link to 
join can be found in the Upcoming 
Events page of the church website: 
https://www.wpcalbany.org/up-
coming-events

“Open Zoom Time”
Drop in and introduce yourself to our new pastor
Tuesday - Friday from 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Pastor Heather wants to meet 
you! Since you can’t drop in 
and say “hi” in person, consider 
dropping in virtually. Stay for 
a few minutes or stay for the 
whole time and catch up with 
a few Westminster friends as 
well.

The link to join will be includ-
ed on the Upcoming Events 
page of the church website: 
https://www.wpcalbany.org/
upcoming-events

Stay in Touch with Westminster’s News
We hope that you will regularly check Westminster’s weekly news emails (Click here to subscribe to weekly 
e-news) and the website (www.wpcalbany.org) for the latest church news and information about events.  

https://www.wpcalbany.org/upcoming-events
https://www.wpcalbany.org/upcoming-events
https://www.wpcalbany.org/upcoming-events
https://www.wpcalbany.org/upcoming-events
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeul_2F-5lTTXMJH2vN0wbnVqoANoYMoLiwmdDUBgODFyieOw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeul_2F-5lTTXMJH2vN0wbnVqoANoYMoLiwmdDUBgODFyieOw/viewform
www.wpcalbany.org
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