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     August & September • 2019Dear Friends,

I thank those of you who suggested sermon topics for my summer preaching. There were so many good 
ones that I’ll use them also on September 15, 22, 29.  November 3, the Sunday after Reformation Day 
(November 1), seemed appropriate for the request about “Why be a Presbyterian?”

Several requests related to relationships among people and in particular within a church. Now, I have a 
regular spiritual practice of warning people that I will disappoint them. I let those I work with know, and 
I often speak to it with new members. I’ll say that I need them to hear something. And that is that this 
church will disappoint you. Or I will fail to meet your expectations or I’ll say something stupid and hurt 
your feelings. It’s not a matter of if it’s when. Welcome to the church. We will both support your faith 
journey and we will disappoint you.

The character of our shared life in congregations, communities and families has the power to draw 
people to faith or to push them away. How we live together is the most persuasive sermon we’ll ever 
get to preach. Jesus explicitly linked the truth of his life and message to our life together. The Word who 
became flesh and lived among us, full of grace and truth, expects that our relationships with one another 
will also be characterized by grace and truth. And so, for 2,000 years, Jesus’ followers have been forming 
communities built and sustained by love, though also impacted by sin and imperfection. The desire to 
be part of communities that are vibrant, caring and faithful keeps us working at the task of building and 
repairing congregations. Growing into the likeness of Christ and into the church as it is supposed to be 
cannot be separated from the messiness and disappointments that are part of human relationships. We 
can protect ourselves from such difficulties only by cutting ourselves off from our relationships, and that 
is rarely a satisfactory option.

We can build and maintain congregations—just like we do with marriages, families, monastic communities 
and businesses—in better and worse ways. Good communities and life-giving congregations emerge at 
the intersection of divine grace and steady human effort. I will be inviting people to be part of a book 
study this fall, likely beginning in October. The book, Living into Community by Christine Pohl, examines 
four practices that nourish healthy community: expressing gratitude; making and keeping promises; living 
truthfully; and practicing hospitality.  Watch for more information as September approaches.

Peace,
Pastor Bill

THE WESTMINSTER
         MESSENGER

http://www.wpcalbany.org
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Celebrating Westminster’s Centennial! 

The celebration of 100 years of Westminster 
continues with more special events planned by 
our Centennial Committee to commemorate 
this anniversary. We honor Westminster’s history 
while looking to our future!

Rev. Rick Spalding to Preach 
Come Enjoy a Picnic on State Street  
• On Sunday, September 8, we welcome Rev. Rick Spalding back to 
the Westminster pulpit. In his time as Associate Pastor, Rick contributed 
to the Christian Education and youth programs. On this Sunday prior to 
the start of Sunday school, we will give thanks for the way the church 
has “Woven Together” the stories of scripture with the life stories of 
youth and adults in the church. Following the service, we will “picnic in 
place.” Weather permitting, we will set up tables outside the State St. 
entrance of the church for a picnic potluck with grilled meats available.

Heritage Potluck and Reformation Celebration
• On Saturday, October 26 & Sunday, October 27 our Centennial year 
celebration concludes. Saturday, we celebrate Westminster with a most 
appropriate potluck dinner! The meal will include the foods of our ethnic 
heritages - African, European, Asian - from grandmother’s recipes of long ago, 
prepared by their descendants today!

  “But what,” you ask, “if I am a poor cook or don’t cook at all?”
   Well, buy food that reflects who you are even if prepared by someone else.

   “But my food is pretty boring?”
    Well, bring what you like, just be sure to bring something! 

The whole point is to have a dinner reflecting the glorious diversity of our 
congregation. Plan now - experiment with that old recipe - so that when 
we ask what you will bring - probably in late September - you will be 
ready to respond.

• Sunday, October 27 will feature a Reformation Celebration, including 
the return of bagpipes and drums. Rev. Jim Reisner will be here to 
preach. Watch for more information in the next newsletter about how we 
will celebrate “Weaving Together Our Future.”

http://www.wpcalbany.org/upcoming-events
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Summer Church Family Outing – Sunday, August 25
On Sunday, August 25, all are invited to join in an outing together.  After church service, we will 
make simple sandwich lunches and then walk to Hudson-Jay Park, just south of the church off of 
Swan St. Enjoy shade, the playground, and/or conversation. All ages are welcome. Watch for more 
information on Sundays in August.

Progress at the Pastor Nominating Committee 
by Committee member Larry Volk 
Your Pastor Nominating Committee has been busy, but the early part of the process goes slowly.  
We have been meeting about every week or so.  We generally meet with Rev. Ken Applegate, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Glens Falls, who is our contact at the Committee on 
Ministry and Congregations (COMAC) of Presbytery.  

We have organized ourselves as a committee and are working our way through the Ministry 
Information Form (MIF). The MIF is the document that tells a little bit about who we are (some of 
the statistics, anyway) and what is important to us and what we think is important in the person 
that we are seeking to call. We have been relying heavily on the results of the Congregational 
Assessment Tool (CAT) and the meetings that we have held to discuss the CAT results and, in 
particular, the identified mission priorities, as well as the community report that was prepared.  
In addition to the statistical and short-answer questions on the MIF, there are several narrative 
questions. These require significant homework as we write and edit our narratives. Did you ever do 
any writing by committee? It can be a lengthy process before everyone on the committee signs off 
on the language. And then there is the issue of whether all of the narratives are consistent with 
one another. So, we may need to go back and do some re-working.

For any of you who may have been involved in this process at one time or another and remember all 
the mounds of paper, the process is now fully into the twenty-first century. When we are done with 
our MIF and it has been approved by Session and COMAC, it gets uploaded to PCUSA so that PCUSA’s 
computer can compare our MIF information to that on Personal Information Forms (PIFs) of ministers 
who are looking and have submitted their PIFs. Our information is also available for ministers who 
may want to browse. And we get results of all of this by email. And, of course, sometimes folks 
just hear that a church is searching and make contact for themselves or others. So, if you know 
anybody who would be a good fit, be sure to let them know when we get to that point.

But, we’re getting way ahead of ourselves. As I said, we’re still at the writing stage. The committee 
is working well together and we all want to hear what the others have to say, a quality that usually 
means that our meetings last longer than we had intended.  We’ll let you know how we are doing as 
we go along and hope this has been helpful to you.  For any of you who have the Transition chart 
that Pastor Schram prepared several months ago, we are at the step numbered 10: “PNC prepares 
Church Information Form” (the name has since been changed to MIF) out of 20 steps.

We are all grateful that you have given us this opportunity to serve you and our Lord.

 Christabel Abban   Ervin Ashburn
 Beth Coombe   Lily Mercogliano Easton
 Caleb Karkari-Mensah Lynne McKee
 Larry Volk
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Stewardship & Budget News 
The Stewardship and Budget Committee has been working steadily over the past few months on a 
3-year budget projection. We want to share our growing concern for the sustainability of the
endowment, maintenance of our church building, the need to continue to reduce costs while 
improving stewardship and exploring fundraising and other income possibilities. A 3-year approach 
creates a steady but continuous movement toward a balanced budget and one that reflects a new 
pastor, the congregation’s current membership and stewardship levels. We will present the final 
draft budget to Session in October for approval, sharing it with the congregation in the fall.  

We have also reviewed and discussed opportunities for savings in the 2019 budget with each committee 
chair and adjusted where possible. For example, we have removed over 100 names from our membership 
rolls. The Investment Committee has interviewed 3 investment managers seeking one who will improve 
the performance of our investments and help sustain our endowment. We have thoroughly and painfully 
reviewed our programs to study their value and costs. We have introduced Stewardship opportunities 
through education on Basic Witness Support (per capita) and began planning the annual Stewardship 
drive. In addition, efforts have been made to gather fundraising ideas from the congregation to provide 
other sources of income. Successful fundraising takes many volunteers and patience to get something 
started with momentum to grow over time. Thank you for your continued support as we make plans for 
a successful 2020 and beyond.

Basic Witness Support - you can help our budget by contributing toward this cost
What is Basic Witness Support, also known as per capita? It is an amount we pay per member to 
the Albany Presbytery, the Synod of the Northeast and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church USA. This year that amount is $43.00 per active member.

The per capita is an expression of our belief that our church is connectional, that working together 
from the local level up to the national level, can do more together than any single part can do. 

It is a way of sharing the costs that equitably belong to the whole Presbyterian community. It has 
been said that per capita apportionment is like a utility bill. Just as we pay for heat, light, water 
and telephone in order to remain connected to the utility systems and benefit from the services 
provided, we also pay per capita so that the Presbyterian system can function on behalf of all of 
us. It is the necessary linkage in our connectional system. And more. Its benefits touch Westminster 
Presbyterian Church directly.

What churches in the Presbytery give in Basic Witness Support helps provide the resources for the 
COMAC committee which helped WPC in the interim search and will be helping in the Pastoral 
Search. It provides resources for the Immigration Task Force that in turn have been shared here. 
It supports the Grant/Loan program that provided help for our steeple repair.

What is given to the Synod provides training programs and grant opportunities for churches like 
ours. What is given to the General Assembly helps provide the computerized matching process 
we’ll use for the pastoral search. It partly supports the work of World Mission that includes Mission 
Partners like Josh Heikilla in West Africa. Josh has been a resource for our African Mission.

The church pays this from the income toward our overall budget. Members can help WPC by contributing 
toward their per capita in addition to your regular giving. If you can donate your per capita cost 
of $43 per member in your household, it will allow more of your regular giving to be used 
for the work we do here while supporting work that touches Presbyterians from the Capital 
District and around the world.  You can pledge and give donations online at
http://www.wpcalbany.org/give or drop in the collection plate anytime.

http://www.wpcalbany.org/give
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First Friday Concert, August 2 at 7:00 pm
At 7:00 pm on Friday, August 2, after a four-year absence, the 
critically-acclaimed Decho Ensemble will return to Westminster 
Church to perform their second First-Friday concert. Since its 
founding in 2011, the Decho Ensemble, a trio of young professional 
saxophonists from the Buffalo area, has performed throughout 
North America and Europe. Pursuing their goal of broadening the 
saxophone’s voice in concert music, the group plays standard 
repertoire, adapts early music for performance on saxophones, 
and frequently collaborates with contemporary composers in the 
creation of new works. They perform on vintage Buescher 
saxophones built in the United States. Decho’s last concert here
in 2015 was breathtaking! 

For a relaxing summer evening, why not combine dinner at a nearby restaurant with this concert? 
Admission is free, and a freewill offering will be received. Don’t miss hearing this wonderful ensemble!

Fall Choir Startup 
The Westminster Church Choir will begin its 2019-2020 singing season at their first Thursday night 
rehearsal on September 5, at 7:30 pm. The choir sings nearly every Sunday between September and 
June, as well as on major holidays, and rehearses for 90 minutes every Thursday night. New singers 
are always welcome: the ability to read music is helpful, but a pleasant voice and a willingness to 
learn are all that is needed. If you are interested in joining the choir, please contact Al Fedak at the church.

Al Fedak Honored by the Episcopal Church
This past spring, Al Fedak was named a member of the Guild of Scholars of the Episcopal Church, an 
honorary academic organization founded in 1945 by W. H. Auden and Ursula Neibuhr. Al’s contributions 
to the field of church music and his large catalog of published sacred choral and organ compositions 
were cited as grounds for his nomination to this prestigious body. While this honor is given by the 
Episcopal Church, Westminster can take pride in the knowledge that much of the work cited by the 
Guild was completed during Al’s tenure here as Minister of Music and Arts at Westminster Church.

FOCUS News
FOCUS Churches have targeted three areas for future efforts: Anti-Racism, 
Housing, and Immigration. Discussions on these areas will be held after 
the FOCUS Churches joint worship services this summer. Please plan on 
staying and share your thoughts.

 • August 4         Trinity Methodist:   Housing 
 • September 1    Emmanuel Baptist: Immigration

FOCUS School Supply Drive
Please drop off all school supply donations at the FOCUS Interfaith Food Pantry 275 State Street by 
Friday, August 16th. FOCUS will be distributing the school supplies on August 20th at the First Church 
in Albany, 110 North Pearl Street.



 

Worship, Education, and Fellowship News 
from Christian Life and Learning
CL&L’s focus over the spring and summer has been nourishing the feeling of community and family 
here at Westminster. Feeling invigorated from the spirit of friendship that was palpable at the 
Church Picnic, we’d like to recreate that feeling in September with a homecoming Sunday. Great 
memories will be revived and created on September 8 with a visit from Westminster’s former 
Associate Pastor Rick Spalding, as part of our Centennial Year celebration.   

As we expect a good turnout, and folks will want to socialize, Session approved our idea to have a 
post- service cookout in front of the church. We will fire up the grills and have side dishes to share 
as members reconnect and recount “what I did on my summer vacation.” We also hope that passers-by 
will get in the spirit and feel welcome to join us as we start a new programming year. 

The following Sunday, September 15, we will begin our collective work of learning from each other 
through a series of second hours and the commencement of church school. We will need teachers 
for both, so please say “yes” if you are asked to asked to help pitch in! 

CL&L and Deacons have worked together to help many Westminster Youth get to camp this summer, 
which often results in new songs, games, and insights being infused in Sunday School. We can’t 
wait to get the young people back together, and hope that people will continue to volunteer to take 
the teenagers on more day trips, like the trips this past Spring to Soul Fire Farm and the Peace Pagoda. 

The results of the CAT survey have indicated that people are looking to replenish their spiritual 
vitality, which led us to think of ways to creatively augment our time together after worship. For 
second hour this fall, we are going to try a series of themes spanning several weeks as a way to 
help us feel more invested in an ongoing discussion, with time to reflect on various topics between 
Sundays. By doing so we hope to help people deepen their spiritual connection to the Westminster 
community and dialogue. 

Lastly, we hope to encourage members to organize some “just for fun” activities for kids, adults, 
and families. Interested in leading a hike? Have inside knowledge of the pieces in a local museum? 
Think a world music sing-along would be fun? Please help us round out the rich life of the church 

as we prepare for another 
programming year.  

Our Westminster 
Youth Triennium 
Delegates

From left: Andy Scaptura, 
Agnes Sowah, Henry Sowah, 
Alex Scaptura,Caleb Karkari 
and David Adjei. 
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Prayground Table
 Available During Worship

The Prayground is open. Wiggly and restless 
youngster in church? This may help! The 
Prayground table for children of any age is 
in the back of our sanctuary. Children can 
pay attention to the worship service while 
doing simple, quiet activities. Parents and 
adults are welcome to sit nearby as needed 
or preferred.

News from the Deacons
Prayer Chain Notifications: Currently 39 members receive Prayer Chain notifications from Peter McKee. 
If you would like to be added to this email mailing list, please contact Peter at pcmckee@gmail.com.

Deacon Callees: If you are aware of WPC members who would like to be included in the Deacons’ 
list of callees, please contact Linore Southworth at lnsouthworth@hotmail.com. 

Capital Campaign Project: Chapel Renovation Update
The Capital Campaign (CC) Committee is progressing in the repurposing of the small chapel as the 
next CC project priority. Thank you for your insightful ideas! They helped us move forward with the 
room’s design and atmosphere. An interior designer has graciously volunteered her time to work 
with the committee to provide and review samples for new flooring, paint, and window shades. She 
also gave us options for inexpensive light fixtures to help with the facelift. We anticipate painting 
will begin in late summer, followed by flooring and window shades. We are excited to have a fresh 
new look!

We will also make a final decision on stackable chairs to promote other uses of this space while 
maintaining both the appearance of and utilization as a chapel. In addition, we are beginning 
discussions on the next project to be announced in the fall.  

9:00 am Sunday Bible Study 
Resumes on September 8  
Bible Study with Dave McMillan resumes on September 8. The group will meet in the Library. In 
September and October, the prophet Jeremiah and the gospel author St. Luke will provide subject 
matter for our discussion. All are welcome.

Community Action for Africa
The African Support Alliance began when members of organizations that do mission work in Africa got 
together. The first meetings were held here at Westminster, and were called together by John 
Kucij, our co-worker in mission to Liberia. The group will be holding its first public function on 
Thursday, August 1, from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. Thirteen Capital Region-based organizations whose missions 
support various causes in Africa will have information tables. Refreshments will be available. Come 
participate in this celebration of community and learn how people like we here at Westminster can 
make an impact. The event will be at the Bull Moose Club, 150 State St., 4th floor, Albany NY.
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Stewardship & Budget News 
The Stewardship and Budget Committee has been working steadily over the past few months on a 
3-year budget projection. We want to share our growing concern for the sustainability of the
endowment, maintenance of our church building, the need to continue to reduce costs while 
improving stewardship and exploring fundraising and other income possibilities. A 3-year approach 
creates a steady but continuous movement toward a balanced budget and one that reflects a new 
pastor, the congregation’s current membership and stewardship levels. We will present the final 
draft budget to Session in October for approval, sharing it with the congregation in the fall.  

We have also reviewed and discussed opportunities for savings in the 2019 budget with each committee 
chair and adjusted where possible.  For example, we have removed over 100 names from our membership 
rolls. The Investment Committee has interviewed 3 investment managers seeking one who will improve 
the performance of our investments and help sustain our endowment. We have thoroughly and painfully 
reviewed our programs to study their value and costs. We have introduced Stewardship opportunities 
through education on Basic Witness Support (per capita) and began planning the annual Stewardship 
drive. In addition, efforts have been made to gather fundraising ideas from the congregation to provide 
other sources of income. Successful fundraising takes many volunteers and patience to get something 
started with momentum to grow over time. Thank you for your continued support as we make plans for 
a successful 2020 and beyond.

Basic Witness Support - you can help our budget by contributing toward this cost
What is Basic Witness Support, also known as per capita? It is an amount we pay per member to the 
Albany Presbytery, the Synod of the Northeast and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
USA. This year that amount is $43.00 per active member.

The per capita is an expression of our belief that our church is connectional, that working together 
from the local level up to the national level, can do more together than any single part can do. 

It is a way of sharing the costs that equitably belong to the whole Presbyterian community. It has 
been said that per capita apportionment is like a utility bill. Just as we pay for heat, light, water 
and telephone in order to remain connected to the utility systems and benefit from the services 
provided, we also pay per capita so that the Presbyterian system can function on behalf of all of 
us. It is the necessary linkage in our connectional system. And more. Its benefits touch Westminster 
Presbyterian Church directly.

What churches in the Presbytery give in Basic Witness Support helps provide the resources for the 
COMAC committee which helped WPC in the interim search and will be helping in the Pastoral 
Search. It provides resources for the Immigration Task Force that in turn have been shared here. It 
supports the Grant/Loan program that provided help for our steeple repair.

What is given to the Synod provides training programs and grant opportunities for churches like 
ours. What is given to the General Assembly helps provide the computerized matching process we’ll 
use for the pastoral search. It partly supports the work of World Mission that includes Mission Partners 
like Josh Heikilla in West Africa. Josh has been a resource for our African Mission.

The church pays this from the income toward our overall budget. Members can help WPC by contribut-
ing toward their per capita in addition to your regular giving. If you can donate your per capita 
cost of $43 per member in your household, it will allow more of your regular giving to be used 
for the work we do here while supporting work that touches Presbyterians from the Capital 
District and around the world.  You can pledge and give donations online at
http://www.wpcalbany.org/give or drop in the collection plate anytime.

mailto:pcmckee%40gmail.com?subject=
lnsouthworth@hotmail.com
http://www.wpcalbany.org/give
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Westminster and Partners in Ghana 
Work to Transform Lives of Children
Westminster mission projects in West Africa are largely funded with money 
raised in conjunction with the Church’s two annual African dinners. Funds 
raised at the Spring dinner have been sent to partners in Tema, Ghana to 
Transform the Lives of Children and to fund the shipment this spring of computers 
refurbished by the GE Elfun Computer Rehab of Schenectady, Inc.  

Barbara Asempa, Executive Director, of the Christian NGO founded in 2009 -- 
Home of Care and Protection (HOCAP) -- has received money for two projects:

 • $2,000 was wired to start an agricultural project in Nyitawuta, Ghana 
to promote sustainable farming in this rural community. HOCAP began the 
project in June, immediately after the money was received. Community 
members come together to learn about new ways of planting. HOCAP has 
hired a part-time agricultural officer to teach best practices, and community 
members have learned new ways of planting.  

 • $2,200 was sent for Keeping Girls in School projects started in July in two 
communities -- Nyitawuta (run by HOCAP Mission) and Okushibri (run by Tema 
Redemption Church, another Westminster partner). The goal of the projects 
as defined by Barbara Asempa: “To keep girls from dropping out of school 
there is the urgent need to equip and support the teenage girl through an 
intervention of massive education on menstrual hygiene…” For these projects, 
Westminster sent its partners curricula developed by the MoonCatcher Project 
for boys and for girls. www.mooncatcher.org 

For another Tema partner, Greenwich Meridian Congregation, Westminster 
has shipped children’s books it collected to help the Congregation establish 
a library this fall for children in the neighborhood around the church. The 
Greenwich Meridian Congregation is celebrating its 60th anniversary and 
wants to undertake joint projects with Westminster as part of the celebration. 
Greenwich Meridian said in a recent report, “Establishing a Library for the 
kids around our community has been earmarked to be key in celebrating our 
60 years of existence.”  

Our third Tema Partner, Redemption Presbyterian Church, is in the process 
of finalizing a proposal project.

Westminster asked GE Elfun Computer Rehab of Schenectady, Inc. to donate 
computers for its three Tema partners and paid to equip each computer with 
Windows 10 and an Office package. Our partners have expressed gratitude 
for the 15 desktops and 10 laptops that arrived in Ghana in good condition. 

www.mooncatcher.org


  Westminster Presbyterian Church • 9

African Mission Spending on Track in Liberia and Sierra Leone
Elders Fatmata Hilton and Felicia Kollie Gambles are working to make sure that Westminster’s 
2019 target budgets for Sierra Leone and Liberia are being carried out and that the needs of 
individuals are being met.

Sierra Leone: Half of the food distributions for 2019 have been delivered to the 200 orphans at the 
M.O.M. Orphanage in Freetown. In mid-July, 
two residents of Sierra Leone -- Fatmata 
and Umaru Wanzam -- worked under 
Fatmata Hilton’s direction to purchase food 
and organize it so individuals bags of food 
went to every child who either lives at the 
M.O.M. orphanage or who attends school 
there. Westminster has received a video in 
which children are thanking Westminster.  

During the remainder of the year, the 
Westminster target budget calls for hiring 
a school nurse to start a twice monthly 

health service and for obtaining donated computers to ship to the M.O.M. Orphanage.

Hope Mission School in Liberia: all scheduled payments have been made to date for our 44 
scholarship recipients and for the 11 Ebola orphans we have supported since 2014. Earlier in 
2019, the area’s first health service for students and staff started, with visits by a nurse slated for 
twice a month. Renovation of Hope Mission’s six latrines and rehabilitation of its hand-powered 
water pump began in June. Hope Mission celebrated its second high school graduation this year. 

With income from capacity-building projects funded by grants submitted by Westminster, Hope 
Mission is now able to operate agricultural projects for recent graduates and current students.  

Presbyterians and the Saber-Tooth Curriculum
Intrigued?  Watch for Pastor Bill’s blog on our church website:  https://www.wpcalbany.org/blog  
You will also find a link to the blog in an upcoming WPC weekly news email.

 
New Volunteers Needed to Bring Fellowship Time Refreshments
New and returning volunteers are needed to bring refreshments to be enjoyed during our fellowship 
time following worship. We especially invite and encourage new participants to join in - our sign-up 
calendar is wide open. A whole range of refreshments, from homemade to store bought, are 
welcome: cookies, cheese & crackers, grapes and other goodies are all enjoyed! No pressure to 
bake – keep it simple!

Please contact Fatmata Hilton (hiltonfatmata@yahoo.com) or Valerie Shanley (vshanley@nycap. 
rr.com) and they will be happy to answer questions and help you sign-up. We hope to hear from you!

https://www.wpcalbany.org/blog
mailto:hiltonfatmata%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:vshanley%40nycap.rr.com?subject=WPC.%20Meal%20Train%20Refreshment%20Sign%20Up
mailto:vshanley%40nycap.rr.com?subject=WPC.%20Meal%20Train%20Refreshment%20Sign%20Up
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Worship & Second Hours 
Sunday, August 4                                  FOCUS Sunday              
10:00  Sunday Worship at Trinity United Methodist Church  

Sunday, August 11                                Ninth Sunday after Pentecost10:00  
Worship                                       Rev. Bill Schram leading worship
Request: Combination of how can I have a more spiritual life/ stretch
yourself in service, growth and/ Parable of the Talents
“Not Simply Better. Transformed”    Matthew 25:14-30, Romans 12:1-3, 9-12

Sunday, August 18                                Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00  Worship                                    Rev. Bill Schram leading worship
Request: Preach on the Prodigal Son
“Stand on Your Own Two Feet”                 Luke 15:11-34 Galatians 1:13-24

Sunday, August 25                              Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost    
10:00 Worship                                    Rev. Bill Schram leading worship 
Request: Building bridges in spiritual communities during stress
“Building Community”                       1 Corinthians 12:12-27
After Worship: Church Family Outing
    

Sunday, September 1                            FOCUS Sunday              
10:00  Sunday Worship at Emmanuael Baptist Church  

Sunday, September 8                         Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00  Worship                                    Rev. Rick Spalding, guest preacher
Picnic on State Street

Sunday, September 15                       Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00  Worship                                    Rev. Bill Schram leading worship
Request: God’s grace in relation to us
“The God Who Believes in You”            Exodus 3:7-12, Philippians 1:3-11
Second Hour: First in series of guided discussion

Sunday, September 22                        Fifthteenth Sunday after Pentecost         
10:00  Worship                                    Rev. Bill Schram leading worship 
Request: Christ in the Computer Age/ New technologies and the role of our faith
“Is God in the Internet?”                      
Second Hour: Second in series of guided discussion

Sunday, September 29                        Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost         
10:00  Worship                                    Rev. Bill Schram leading worship 
Request: The relevance of the 10 Commandments Today
“Strategies for Life”            Exodus 20:1-17, Corinthians 1:18-31
Second Hour: Third in series of guided discussion

9:00 am Sunday Bible Study 
Resumes on September 8
Bible Study with Dave McMillan resumes on September 8. The group will meet 
in the Library. In September and October, the prophet Jeremiah and the
gospel author St. Luke will provide subject matter for our discussion.
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  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

SUNDAY September 15
 9:00 am Sunday Bible Study 
 10:00 am Worship
 11:15 am Church School begins
 11:15 am Second Hour
 11:15 am Deacons Meeting
16  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
17  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
  7:00 pm Trustees Meeting
  7:00 pm Compassionate Friends
18  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
  6:00 pm Pine Bush Dinner
19  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  7:30  pm Choir Rehearsal
20  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

SUNDAY September 22
 9:00 am Sunday Bible Study  
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Church School
11:15 am Second Hour
23  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
24  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
   6:30 pm Tai Chi
25  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
26  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  7:30  pm Choir Rehearsal
27  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

SUNDAY September 29
 9:00 am Sunday Bible Study 
10:00 am Worship
11:15 am Church School
11:15 am Second Hour
30  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

22  
12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
23  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

SUNDAY August 25 
 10:00 am Worship
    Church Family Outing
26 Building Closed  
27 Building Closed
28 Building Closed
29  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
30  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

SEPTEMBER 
SUNDAY September 1 
 10:00 am Joint FOCUS Worship
  at Emmanuel Baptist Church
2 Labor Day  
 Office Closed
3  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
4  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
5  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  7:30  pm Choir Rehearsal
6  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

SUNDAY  September 8
 9:00 am Sunday Bible Study 
10:00 am Worship
   Picnic on State Street
9  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class 
10  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
  7:00 pm Session Meeting
11  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
12  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  7:30  pm Choir Rehearsal

AUGUST
1  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
 2  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
  7:00 pm First Friday Concert: 
                Decho Ensemble
SUNDAY August 4
 10:00 am Joint FOCUS Worship
  at Trinity United Methodist Church
 5  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
 6  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
 7  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
 8  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
 9  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

SUNDAY  August 11
 10:00 am Worship 
12  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class 
13  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express 
  6:30 pm Tai Chi 
  7:00 pm Session Meeting
14  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
15  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
16  
 12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class

SUNDAY August 18
 10:00 am Worship
19  
  12:15 pm EBA Seniors Class
20  
  7:30 am FOCUS Breakfast Express
  (held in Narthex of Emmanuel 
    Baptist Church until 9/3)
  6:30 pm Tai Chi
 7:00 pm Compassionate Friends
21  
 6:00 pm Pine Bush Dinner

      AUGUST &
SEPTEMBER. 2019   

http://www.wpcalbany.org/upcoming-events


85 Chestnut  Street 
Albany, New York 12210

Change Service Requested

Westminster Presbyterian Church
CHURCH OFFICE- Hours
9:00 am-5:00 pm  Tuesday & Thursday; Friday 9:00 am-12:00 noon
Phone: 518.436.8544

Interim Pastor: Rev. William Schram
Office Administrator: Jennifer Schoenfisch 
Director of Christian Education: Belinda Quaye 
Minister of Music and Arts: Alfred V. Fedak, FAGO, ChM
Parish Associate: Rev. Paul Randall
Sextons: Glenda Bennett, Joy Tallmadge, John Fox
Communications: Kim Deal
 

E-Mail: office@wpcalbany.org
Web: www.wpcalbany.org
Facebook: Westminster Presbyterian Church Albany
Twitter: WPCAlbanyNY

Graphic Design: Jeanne Bianchine

Newsletter submissions are due by: September 13
Send submissions to: newsletter@wpcalbany.org

PLEASE NOTE:
The Messenger is

 available for pick-up at 
the church or by email 
only, unless requested 

otherwise.
 

Please contact us with a 
current email if you do 
not already receive our 

online 
communications.
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