
Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the well-being  of the entire human 
family. Marriage is a civil contract between two people. Marriage is also a covenant through 
which two people are called to live out together before God their  lives of discipleship.  In a 
service of Christian  marriage, two people make a lifelong commitment to each other, 
publicly witnessed  and acknowledged by the community of faith. 

At Westminster, the marriage ceremony is an act of Christian  worship in the Reformed 
tradition. The components of  the wedding service  include the reading  of scripture, prayers, 
the singing and/or playing of devotional music, and vows of commitment spoken by the 
marriage couple. All components of  the service  must meet the approval  of the presiding 
pastor and the Minister of Music. 

Couples should expect at  least three meetings with the pastor who will  be the celebrant  at 
the wedding. This time is intended as a way  for  the pastor to come to know  the couple and 
their suitability for  marriage. This time will  also be used  for  the pastor to offer  counseling 
and to prepare the wedding service  with the couple. The  Session  of Westminster 
Presbyterian  Church  must approve all  weddings that take place  at the church.  The  couple is 
also required  to meet with the Minister of  Music at least one month prior  to the wedding. 

Westminster staff members  will  officiate  at all weddings at the church.  Couples may 
request  that other  clergy or musicians also participate, but these requests must be 
approved  by church  staff and, in the case of  clergy, be approved by the Session. 

We invite couples not only to be wed in our sanctuary, but also to consider  being part of 
our church  community. We welcome them to come  to our worship  on Sundays, and 
participate in our social, educational, and mission life. The  best way for  couples to evaluate 
their interest in having their wedding at Westminster is for them to come to a Sunday 
morning service and see the sanctuary and professional  staff in action. 

We welcome interfaith marriages for  couples as long as one of  them is Christian. We will 
attempt to help the couple plan a wedding that is respectful of  both of their  religious 
beliefs. 
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If the couple has employed a wedding planner, the planner must adhere to all church 
policies once on church property. Once within the church doors the planner must work 
subservient  to decisions made by church staff. 

Westminster is supportive of marriage equality, and our Presbyterian Church  (USA)  polity 
now affirms  same-gender marriages. 

The Assembly Room, which is directly below  the sanctuary and at street level with our 85 
Chestnut Street entrance, is available  for  use as a site for wedding receptions at a modest 
price.  If this is of  interest to the wedding party, we can negotiate a fee  that factors in the 
size and length  of the reception. 

The fees  for  weddings are listed below.  Payment should be made in cash at the wedding 
rehearsal  at which time the couple should also present their marriage license.  

Clergy $300 

Minister of  Music $300 

Sexton $100 

Parking Attendant $100 (When applicable) 

Use  of Church  Building $300 (This fee is waived for  church members) 

Total $1,100 

For additional information, please reach out  to  the church office.  

Mailing Address: 
85  Chestnut, Albany  NY 12210 

Telephone:  (518) 436-8544 

Email: office@wpcalbany.org 

Office Hours:  

Monday - Friday 9 a.m - 1 p.m.
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