THE STORY OF WESTMINSTER’S PIPE ORGAN

ninster Church is a Presbyterian congregation (PCUSA) organized in 1919, the product of the merger
r Albany churches: Second Presbyterian, Third Presbyterian, and State Street Presbyterian, whose 18¢
ng the present congregation now occupies. The church has a rich musical tradition dating back at lea
» 1890s, when the position of Organist at the State Street Church was occupied by Ferdinand Dunkley
unders of the American Guild of Organists. Similarly, the history of Westminster’s pipe organ is both

kable and unique.

t M. Skinner (1866-1960) is considered by many to be the finest pipe-organ builder America has ever
iced. His instruments are highly prized for their tonal beauty and exquisite workmanship. In 1929 Skin
ed his Opus 780, a four-manual instrument of 42 ranks, in Westminster Church after a fire the previou
estroyed the church’s roof and interior, including its original 1863 Johnson organ. The Skinner organ
ninster Church until 1976, when it was replaced by an electronic organ, due to the church’s inability a
.0 fund some much-needed repairs. Fortunately the Skinner was not lost, but was moved to the neark
:nce of church members Dr. Thomas and Anne Older, who preserved the instrument by installing it in
“while keeping it tonally intact. When the church’s electronic instrument began to fail in the late 1990
s donated the Skinner back to the church, more than 20 years after it had been removed.

)0, Westminster Church engaged Austin Organs, Inc., of Hartford, Connecticut to refurbish and re-ins
er in its original chancel location, with the work being completed in May of 2003. The Chancel Organ
st was largely retained, the most significant alterations being a new 4-rank Mixture and 8’ Trumpet ac
reat. In addition, a 2’ Piccolo replaces a 4" Unda Maris on the Choir, and a new Solo Cor Anglais and
lumana (the latter from the old Echo Organ) were added to the Chancel stoplist. The original console
ed and rebuilt, placed on a moveable platform, and fitted with a computerized multiplex switching sy
wulti-level combination action.

ly, the instrument’s most striking feature is its Austin 10-rank Antiphonal division situated in the rear ¢
ts casework designed by the noted British organ architect and author Stephen Bicknell, this division v
1 to the organ during the 2003 re-installation to help support congregational hymn-singing. The orga
npasses 52 ranks of pipes distributed over its six divisions. It is tuned and maintained by the L. A. Car
>any of East Greenbush, NY.

its return to the church, Skinner's Opus 780 has quickly achieved wide recognition throughout the or
. Shortly after its first dedicatory recital, performed by John Weaver (then organist at Manhattan’s Ma
le Presbyterian Church and head of the organ departments at both the Juilliard School and Curtis Ins
"gan was prominently featured during the 2003 Region Il Convention of the American Guild of Organ
| given by David Hill, then Director of Music at St. John’s College, Cambridge, England. The organ w:
cased by the Organ Historical Society during its 50th Anniversary National Convention in June of 200«
as Murray, Organ Professor at Yale University, performed a recital on the organ during that conventic

ihina the event the international araan iniirnal The Dianacon nraiced it ag “a areat recital on a areat



cel Organ by E. M. Skinner, Opus 780 (1929)

nstruction of Chancel Organ and New Antiphonal Organ by Austin Organs, Inc. (2003)
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8’ Harmonic Flute (Gt.)
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32' Resultant
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er Technical Systems combination action with 208 levels of memory
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